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request for clarification/additional in-
formation to the requester for informa-
tion and suspend the 20-day period 
while awaiting such information. When 
a requester fails to clarify by providing 
additional information, MCRMC will 
notify the requester that the request 
has not been properly made and that 
no further action will be taken on the 
request. The requester may appeal such 
a decision under the procedures set 
forth in subpart 9901.7. 

(e) Expedited processing. A request for 
expedited processing must accompany 
the initial request for records. It must 
be a written statement of compelling 
need for expedited processing, stating 
that the facts are true and correct to 
the best of the requester’s knowledge 
and belief. In determining whether 
processing should be expedited, the 
FOIA Officer may consider whether: 

(1) Failure to obtain the requested 
records on an expedited basis could rea-
sonably be expected to pose an immi-
nent threat to a person’s life or phys-
ical safety; or 

(2) With respect to a request made by 
a person primarily engaged in dissemi-
nating information, there is an ur-
gency to inform the public about ac-
tual or alleged Federal government ac-
tivity. 

(f) Extension for unusual cir-
cumstances. If MCRMC determines that 
unusual circumstances exist, the time 
limits described in paragraphs (b) and 
(c) of this subpart may be extended by 
no more than 10 days (excluding Satur-
days, Sunday, and legal public holi-
days) by providing written notice of 
the extension to the requester. The 
time limit may be extended if the re-
quest cannot be processed within the 
time limits of this subpart due to the 
need to search, collect, and examine a 
voluminous amount of records, coordi-
nate, or consult with another agency. 
The requester will be given an oppor-
tunity to limit the scope of the request 
or to arrange with MCRMC an alter-
native time frame for processing the 
request. The FOIA Officer shall include 
with the notice of extension a brief 
statement of the reason for the exten-
sion and the date the FOIA Officer ex-
pects to make a determination. 

§ 9901.5 Response to requests. 

(a) Authority to grant or deny requests. 
The MCRMC FOIA Officer is authorized 
to grant or deny any request for 
MCRMC records. 

(b) Grant of request. If the MCRMC 
FOIA Officer grants a request, in full 
or in part, the FOIA Officer shall 
promptly provide the requester written 
notice of the decision. The requester 
will be notified whether the request 
has been assigned to the Standard or 
Complex track, pursuant to paragraph 
(d) of subpart 9901.6. 

(c) Request denial. If the FOIA Officer 
denies a fee waiver request or finds 
there are no responsive records subject 
to FOIA, the FOIA Officer will notify 
the requester of that fact. If the FOIA 
Officer denies the request, in full or 
part, the FOIA Officer will provide the 
requester written notice of the denial, 
which will include a description of the 
material withheld, the FOIA exemption 
under which the information was with-
held, and the approximate number of 
pages of information withheld. When a 
portion of a record is withheld, the 
amount of information redacted and 
the claimed exemption will be noted at 
the place in the record where the re-
daction was made. The notice will also 
describe the procedure for filing an ap-
peal. 

(d) Referral of records. When a respon-
sive record that originated in another 
agency is located, the responsive 
record will be referred to its origi-
nating agency for response. 

(e) Referral of request. The requester 
will be notified when all or part of a re-
quest is referred to another agency and 
will be given contact information for 
the FOIA office of the agency to which 
the request and responsive record were 
referred. 

§ 9901.6 Production of records. 

(a) Generally. MCRMC will apply a 
presumption of openness when proc-
essing FOIA requests and will only 
withhold exempt information if it rea-
sonably foresees that disclosure would 
harm an interest protected by one of 
the statutory exemptions or if disclo-
sure is prohibited by law. Before with-
holding information, MCRMC will con-
duct a foreseeable harm analysis, 
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